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Living Leonardo
A new museum explores the genius of the original Renaissance man. 
Tiffany Parks takes a look.

Scientist, painter, inventor, and writer, Leonardo 
Da Vinci is one of the most fascinating 
historical figures of all time. He was also an 

engineer, a musician, an astronomer, a botanist, a 
mathematician, an architect, and the list goes on 
and on. Widely considered the prime exemplar 
of the “Universal Genius,” Da Vinci bridged the 
gap between the Middle Ages and the modern 
age, creating paintings that revolutionized art, 
transforming warfare with his ingenious machines, 
and contriving inventions that would inspire 
innovators for centuries to come.
          Leonardo Da Vinci Experience is a new 
museum dedicated entirely to this intriguing 
figure. Once inside, visitors have the impression 
of stepping back in time to explore the master’s 
own studio. Designed to resemble the interior 
of a Renaissance palace, the museum boasts 
captivating details such as false windows that 

appear to look out over the Tuscan landscape, 
recreations of Leonardo’s famous codices and 
manuscripts, and didactic materials that bring the 
items displayed to life. This multimedia journey 
through art, science, and engineering, is divided 
into five thematic areas, the Flight Machine Room, 
the War Machines Room, the Hall of Perspectives, 
the Hall of Princes; and the Painting Gallery. On 
display are 50 never-before-seen inventions, 
faithfully constructed according to Leonardo’s 
sketches, such as his prototypes of the bicycle, 
the hang glider, and the projector. In addition, the 
museum showcases 23 high-quality reproductions 
of Leonardo’s most beloved works, including the 
Mona Lisa, The Last Supper, The Lady with an Ermine, 
The Annunciation, Ecce Homo, and both versions of 
The Virgin of the Rocks, all recreated to scale with 
the original materials as used by the artist, and 
utilizing the revolutionary pictographic technique.

Art is Real
The Chiostro del Bramante 
is hosting a retrospective of 
the work of American artist 
Jean-Michel Basquiat. A 
street artist who graduated to 
neo-expressionist paintings 
by his early 20s in the 1980s, 
Basquiat used his art to ex-
plore social issues, including 
the dichotomy of wealth and 
poverty, racism, segregation, 
and colonialism, before his 
untimely death at 27.
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